Ella Bella Ballerina and A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Ella Bella is having a ballet lesson. Her teacher has given the children some
clothes to dress up in and played some music called ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream,’ for them to dance to. This music is based on William Shakespeare’s play
and there are fairies and a king and queen in the play. When the ballet lesson
ends, Ella Bella stays behind on her own to dance.

Watch TV presenter Alex Jones read an extract from Ella Bella Ballerina and A
Midsummer Night’s Dream and listen carefully to what happens.

Think about the following:

What is Ella Bella doing at the beginning?

Who do you think Puck is?

What is Puck looking for?

Who sent Puck?

Where does Puck take Ella Bella?

Watch Alex Jones read an extract from 'Ella Bella and A Midsummer Night's Dream’".
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Now watch Alex read an extract from Ella Bella Ballerina and A Midsummer
Night’s Dream and think about the following:

¢ Why does King Oberon want the flowers?
e Who is Bottom?
¢ What happens when Puck puts the magic on Bottom?

¢ What do you think will happen next?

Piddida .

Alex reads a further extract from 'Ella Bella and A Midsummer Night's Dream’.
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Activity 1
Extract 1

Ella Bella opened the lid of the musical box. As the fairy
tune played, she began to dance.

'Psst!" someone called.
Ella Bella saw an elf smiling at her.

'May | borrow those flowers in your hair? | have searched
the world all over for them.'

'My name is Puck,'said the elf. 'Oberon, King of
Fairyland, needs those flowers to win back the heart of
Titania, his fairy queen. It seems she no longer loves
him... instead she spends all her days playing with fairies
and elves.'

'What will the flowers do?' asked Ella Bella. 'They are
magic flowers, and they will help with some midsummer
mischief!' said Puck. 'Now, take my hand, fairy child!
Oberon awaits!'

Ella Bella realised that they were flying high above the
forest. It was a warm summer night and the sky
shimmered with stars. The moon covered the trees in a
silvery light, as the fairies flitted around like fireflies and
moths.

Ella Bella and Puck landed beside a great oak tree
where Oberon, King of Fairyland, was waiting.

Ella Bella Ballerina steps into the world of
Shakespeare as she goes on a magical
adventure in Fairyland, with Puck, King
Oberon and Queen Titania. Who will the
queen fall in love with when under the king's
spell? And what will become of the hapless
actor Bottom, transformed into a donkey?
Published by Orchard Books, an imprint of
Hachette Children’s Group.

1. Read or watch Extract 1 again. Many things happen in this extract.

2. Go back to the text and use your skimming and scanning skills to number

these events 1-5 in the order that they happened.

The first one has been done for you.

Event
Ella Bella and Puck flew to Fairyland.

Puck explained that King Oberon
needed the flowers.

Ella Bella began to dance. 1

Puck explained that the flowers would
help with midsummer mischief.

Puck asked Ella Bella for the flowers
from her hair.

Order



Activity 2

Extract 2

N

'l found the magic flowers,' said Puck.

%
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3
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'‘Well done,' said Oberon. 'They are called Love in
Idleness. | will use them to cast a midsummer spell on
Queen Titania.'

'How will the spell work?' asked Ella Bella, with a curtsey.

'Titania will fall in love with the first creature she sees,’ laughed Oberon. 'l hope it
will be a very silly kind of beast! Perhaps then she will remember that | am her true
love.’

'‘Come on,’ said Puck. 'Let’s find someone really funny for the fairy queen to fall in
love with!

They giggled and tiptoed off between the trees.
In a clearing, some friends were practising a play.

A man called Bottom was reading the script, but he kept getting the words wrong.
'Oh dear,’ he said. 'l must practise more, or | shall make a fool of myself!'

‘Let’s play a trick on Bottom'said Puck. 'He reminds me of a silly donkey!"
Puck sprinkled some magic on Bottom, and he began to change...

He grew longs ears and a furry snout!

Read or watch Extract 2 again and answer the following questions.

You will need to use the exact wording from the text to answer these questions
because they all start with ‘According to the text.’

You could start your answer with ‘It says in the text...
. According to the text, how do you know King Oberon is happy with Puck?

2. According to the text, what is the name of the flower that Puck gives to King
Oberon?

3. According to the text, how do we know that Ella Bella shows respect and good
manners when she meets King Oberon?

4. According to the text, what does King Oberon want to happen to Titania?

5. According to the text, what happens to Bottom?
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