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NEWS FROM THE BRITISH ISLES

Here are Home News stories from the British Isles. Read the stories and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have 
underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the stories – but you will need to match the correct 
word with each clue!
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Maybe! Trials are taking place to see 
if specially-trained ‘COVID dogs’ can tell 
whether people have the coronavirus, 
even before they show any symptoms. 

The dogs can already detect certain 
cancers, so the Government is spending 
half a million pounds to see if they can 
help spot people with COVID-19, too.

World-leading researchers at the 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine are working with the charity 
Medical Detecti on Dogs and Durham 
University for the trial.

Medical Detecti on Dogs has already 
successfully trained dogs to detect the 
odour of many diff erent diseases in 

humans, such as cancer, malaria and 
Parkinson’s disease. The clever canines 
can detect the odour of disease at the 
same diluti on of one teaspoon of sugar 
in two Olympic-sized swimming pools 
of water.

This new trial will look at whether 
the dogs, a mixture of Labradors and 
cocker spaniels, can be trained to detect 
coronavirus in people, too. If they can 
do it, each dog could screen up to 250 
people an hour.

Dr Claire Guest, co-founder of Medical 
Detecti on Dogs, said: “We are incredibly 
proud that a dog’s nose could
once again save many lives.”

CAN dogs sniff  out coronavirus?
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COVID-K9 TO SCHOOL OR 
NOT TO SCHOOL?
WHILE politi cians, scienti sts 
and teachers try to work out 
when it’s okay for kids to 
return to school, we hear 
from a girl who’s already there.

Ruby, 12, is the daughter of key 
workers, so has been at school the 
whole ti me during lockdown. Read 
her story on page 25.

       by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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ACROSS
6) A talk with someone, eg, on the radio, where 
questions are asked and answered (noun 9)
8) A place where people built homes to live in a 
community together (noun 10)

DOWN
1) Magical and beautiful; dream-like (adjective 9)
2) A group of houses and other buildings, smaller than 
a town, in the countryside (noun 7)
3) From a very long time ago (adjective 7)
4) Electricity supply (noun 5)
5) Group of humans living together under one leader 
(noun 5)
7) An uncomfortable feeling on the skin that makes you 
want to scratch (adjective 5)

  IRELAND   ABERDEENSHIRE   SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
 Star stays on

Matt Damon, the American film star, is 
spending lockdown in Ireland! The actor 
flew there with his family in March 
to make a movie. When filming was 
stopped due to the coronavirus they 
decided to stay on in the seaside village 
of Dalkey. Last week, Matt surprised 
everyone by doing an interview on 
the local radio station. He said he was 
having a “fairytale lockdown” in “one of 
the most beautiful places we have ever 
been”.

 Huge hill fort
New research has discovered that the 
Tap O’Noth hill in Scotland is one of 
Britain’s largest ancient settlements. 
The size of the ancient settlement has 
shocked experts. It’s thought the hill 
fort was home to around 4,000 people 
living in around 800 huts. It was built by 
the Picts – a Scottish tribe who fought 
off the Romans – and dates back to 
about 300 AD.

 Bull’s bum causes 
blackout
A bull in Scotland managed to cut off 
the power to 700 homes because of 
an itchy bottom! Ron scratched his itch 
on an electricity pole in his field, but 
unfortunately he bashed it so hard that 
he knocked down a bit of kit called a 
transformer box off the top. Well, he 
does weigh over a ton. Amazingly, he 
avoided being hit by the box or zapped 
by 11,000 volts from the tumbling 
wires. But he did cut off the electricity 
to the homes in three villages! 
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Here are Home News stories from the British Isles. Read the stories and then try the puzzle. The answers to the 
clues are all words in the stories. Answer the clue and then underline the word.
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